
IN THE CLAIMS 


Claim 1 (previously re-presented as Claim 21; currently canceled). 



Mm 2 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatds of Claim 24r 24, 


-herein the insulating wire separator apparatus is made of a re^lient, nonconductive, 
noncorrosive, nonbiodegradable material. / 

Claim 3 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 21 24. 
wherein a separator post extends at right angles from said arm^ortion, said separator post spaced 
at least ten inches from said plate portion; and said arm portion extends at least two inches 
beyond said separator post, to provide safe spacing for additional underground utilities in a 
common trench lercation. / 


Claim 4 (canceled). / 

Claim 5 (currently amended). Th€ insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 2^ 24, 
wherein tho wir e separator apparatus ^aid body is color coded, with a separate color used for 
each utility. / 

Claim 6 (currently ani^ded). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 2i 24, 
wherein the tracer wire clir/portion is located at th e distal said other end of said arm portion. 

Claim 7 (currency amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 24- 24, 
wherein the openin/in the resilient, main conduit receiving portion is from about sixty to about 
eighty degrees from the centerline of the main conduit. 

Claim/8 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 2ir 24, 
wherein the tracer wire clip finger portion is angled from about three to about thirty degrees from 
the centerline of said arm portion^ to engage varying sizes of tracer wire therein. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim/^ 24, 
wherein the main conduit receiving portion comprises an inner radius having a first half portion, 
with a second half portion releasably secured to said first half portion with^ a releasable 
fast e ning m e ans fastener . 

Claim 10 (currently amended). 22. An insulating wire separator/apparatus for separating 
a tracer wire a safe distance fi-om a main conduit in a trench ^rior to back-fillingT-^whiefe 
compris e s comprising : 

a) a rosiUont, main conduit rocoiving portion havu/g an inner radius sized to receive a 
main conduit portion therein, and an opening sized to fl^x about said main conduit an elongated 
body having opposite ends, a resilient, main conddit receiving portion at o ne of said opposite 
ends having an inner radius size to receive said^ain conduit therein, an opening into said main 
conduit receiving portion sized to flex aboat said main conduit, and a pair of conduit engaginR 
sliding wedge surfaces on opposite sidj^f said opening which enga ge said main conduit to flex 
said main conduit receiving porti<^to expand said opening and position said main conduit 
within said main conduit recming portion upon the appUcation of force between said main 
conduit and said conduit engaging sUding wedge surfaces of said ma in conduit receiving portion, 
said main conduit receiving portion with having an outer strengthening rib which extends about 
said main conduit r^eiving portion of the wire separator apparatus; 

b) an ami portion extending from the main conduit rocoiving portion on a side opposite 
said oponin/in the main conduit rocoiving portion, said arm portion extending at least six inches 
beyond /aid main conduit r o coiving portion an arm portion extend ing awav from said main 
condmt receiving portion on a side opposite said opening, said arm portion ex tending to the other 
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of said opposite ends, an electrically insulative safe distance beyond sa id main conduit^i/ceiving 
portion ; 

c) a plato portion extending at right angl o G from said arm portion in p/oximity to said 
conduit rocoiying portion a foot plate and earth anchor portion ex tending generally 
perpendicularly from said arm portion in proximity to said conduit reofciying portion whereby 
said force may be apphed between said conduit engaging sliding weflge surfac es and said main 
conduit to flex said main conduit receiving portion and expand^ sa id opening to position said 
main conduit in said main conduit receiving portion and to resist ro tation of said wire separator 
apparatus about said main conduit after back-filling ; 

d) a separator post extending at least two ind(es at right angles from said arm portion, 
said separator post spaced at least about ten inches from said plate portion to position separate 
utility lines within a common trench prior to baf2;k-filling; 

e) a tracer wire clip portion having/a pair of fingers for receiving a tracer wire therein, 
said fingers positioned to extend from tlie arm portion, midway between the centerline of the 
main conduit and the separator post/to position the tracer wire a safe distance from the main 
conduit to protect the conduit from becoming damaged or melted from an accid e ntial accidental 
electrical charge, or by a light e ning lightning strike; and 

said insulating wire j^parator apparatus is made of a non-conductive, non-corrosive, non- 
biodegradable material. 

Claim 11 (cui^ntly amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 33 27, 
wherein said arm t^rtion extends at about least two inches beyond said separator postj to provide 
safe spacing fo/additional underground utilities in a common trench location. 
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Claim 12 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Glaim 32 25, 
wherein th e insulating wir e separator apparatus said body is color-coded with / separate color 
used for each utility. 

Claim 13 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator ap^atus of Claim 33 25, 
wherein the tracer wire clip portion is located at th e distal said other eria of the said arm portion. 

Claim 14 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 33 25, 
wherein the opening provided in the resilient, main conduit receiving portion is from about sixty 
to about eighty degrees from the centerline of the main conduit. 

Claim 15 (currently amended). The insulating Wire separator apparatus of Claim 33 25, 
wherein the tracer wire clip finger portion is angled from about three to about thirty degrees from 
the centerline of said arm portion^ to engage varying sizes of tracer wire therein. 

Claim 16 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 33 25, 
wherein the main conduit receiving portk&i comprises an inner radius having a first half radiused 
portion, with a second half radiused ffortion releasably secured to said first half radiused portion 
with by a releasable fastener. 

Claim 17 (currently airiended). 23. An insulating wire separator apparatus for separating 
a tracer wire a safe distmice from a main conduit in a trench prior to back-filling, which 
comprises: 

a) a resilient, main conduit r o coiving portion having an innor radius sized to receiv e at 
l o aot on e mainxx)nduit portion therein, and an op e ning sized from sixty dogroos to eighty dogroos 
from the c^t e rlin e of the main conduit, said main conduit r e ceiving portion with an out e r 
strength^iing rib which ext e nds about said main conduit r e c e iving portion of the wir e separator 
appamtus an elongated body having opposite ends, a resiUent, main conduit receiving portion at 


10 


one of said opposite ends having an inner radius size to receive said main gbnduit therein, an 
opening into said main conduit receiving portion sized to flex about said main conduit, and a pair 
of conduit engaging sliding wedge surfaces on opposite sides o f said o/ening which engage said 
main conduit to flex said main conduit receiving portion to exp^ad s aid opening and position 
said main conduit within said main conduit receiving portior/ upon the application of force 
between said main conduit and said conduit engaging slid ing wedge surfaces of said main 
conduit receiving portion ; 

b) an I-beam arm portion extending from the/^ain conduit receiving portion on a side 
opposite said opening in the main conduit receivin/portion, said I-beam arm portion extendmg 
at least ten inches beyond said main conduit receiving portion; 

c) g plato portion oxtonding at right4nglos from said arm portion in proximity to oaid 
conduit rocoiving portion a foot plate and earth anchor portion ext ending generally 
perpendicularlv from said arm portion^n proximitv to said conduit rece iving portion whereby 
said force mav be applied between^id conduit engaging sliding wedg e surfaces and said main 
conduit to flex said main cond^jit receiving portion and expand said opening to position said 
main conduit in said main cemduit receiving portion and to resist rotation of said wire separator 
apparatus about said main^^ conduit after back-filling ; 

d) a separator/post which extends at least about two inches above said arm portion, said 
separator post spac^ at least about ten inches along said arm portion from said plate portion; 

e) a tracfer wire clip portion having a pair of fingers for receiving a tracer wire therein, 
said fingers pfositioned to extend from the arm portion, midway between said separator post and 
the centemne of the main conduit; 
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f) the insulating wire separator apparatus made of a non-conductive, non-coj;F6sive, non- 
biodegradable material; and 

g) said arm portion extends at least about two inches beyond smd separator post, to 
provide safe spacing for additional underground utilities in a commdn trench location, and to 
position the tracer wire a safe distance from the main conduit to Detect the conduit from damage 
by an accidental electrical charge or be by a light e ning lightning strike, said tracer wire for 
alerting the presence of conduit located beneath the ground after back-filling the trench. 

Claim 18 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 2^ 24, 
wherein the main conduit receiving portion comprises a first half radiused portion, with a second 
half radiused portion releasably secured to/said first half radiused portion with by a suitabl e 
r o loasabl e fastening m e ans releasable fastener . 

Claim 19 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 2^ 26, 
wherein the tracer wire clip finger portion is angled from about three to about thirty degrees from 
the centerhne of said arm ponion^ to engage varying sizes of tracer wire therein. 

Claim 20 (currently amended). The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 2^ 26, 
wherein tho insulati^ wire separator apparatus said body is color-coded, with a separate color 
used for each utiiity. 

Claii/21 (canceled). 

laim 22 (canceled). 
Claim 23 (canceled). 

{y^him 24 (new). An insulatirig^e separator apparatus for separating a tracer wire 
a ^fe electrically insulative dist^rice from a main conduit in a trench prior to back-filling 
comprising: 
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a) an elongated body having opposite ends, a resilient, main conduit receiving 
portion at one of said opposite ends having an inner radius size to receive said main conduit 
therein, an opening into said main conduit receiving portion sized to Mx about said main 
conduit, and a pair of conduit engaging sliding wedge surfaces on oppo/te sides of said opening 
which engage said main conduit to flex said main conduit receLVing portion to expand said 
opening and position said main conduit within said main conduit receiving portion upon the 
appUcation of force between said main conduit and said conduit engaging sliding wedge surfaces 
of said main conduit receiving portion; 

b) an arm portion extending away frp^n said main conduit receiving portion on a 
side opposite said opening, said arm portion extending to the other of said opposite ends, an 
electrically insulative safe distance beyond said main conduit receiving portion; 

c) a foot plate and earth anchor portion extending generally perpendicularly from 
said arm' portion in proximity to saiU conduit receiving portion whereby said force may be 
applied between said conduit engaging sliding wedge surfaces and said main conduit to flex said 

/' .... 

main conduit receiving portion and expand said opening to position said main conduit in said 
main conduit receiving por^n and to resist rotation of said wire separator apparatus about said 
main conduit after backfilling; and 

d) a tracer wire clip portion for receiving a tracer wire therein, said tracer wire 
clip portion beirfg positioned on said arm portion adjacent to said other end to position the tracer 
wire said saie distance from said main conduit from said main conduit receiving portion and said 
conduit/herein to protect said conduit from being damaged. 
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Claim 25 (new). The insulating wire apparatus of Claim 24 w|^ein said main 
conduit receiving portion has a' outwardly extending strengthening rib which extends between 
said conduit engaging sliding wedge surfaces and said arm portion. 

Claim 26 (new). The insulating wire apparatus o|>Claim 24 wherein said tracer wire 
clip portion has a pair of fingers for receiving a tracer wire therebetween. 

Claim 27 (new). The insulating wire^paratus of Claim 24 further comprising a 
separator post extending generally perpendicularly from said arm portion in proximity to said 
tracer wire clip portion. 

Claim 28 (new). The^nsulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 24, wherein the 
opening provided in the res'ili^t, main conduit receiving portion is from about sixty to about 
eighty degrees from the^nterline of the main conduit. 

Claim 29\nev/), The insulating wire separator apparatus of Claim 24, wherein the 
tracer wire'clip portion is angled from about three to about thirty degrees from the centerline of 
said^^np to engage varying sizes of tracer wire. 
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